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doing ; not only his credit is blasted, but his whole
fortune and figure are demolished at once ; for an
extent tears all to pieces.

2.  He is to consider that in other bills, where
there is not the immediate hazard of an extent, yet
the bills themselves pass frequently from one hand
to another, by endorsement; and if the bill comes to
be protested afterwards, and returned, it goes back
again through all those hands, with this mark of the
tradesman's disgrace upon it, namely, that it has
been accepted, but that the man who accepted it is
not able to pay it.

3.  He is to consider that the grand characteristic
of a tradesman, and by which credit is rated, is
this of paying his bills well or ill.     If any man
goes to the neighbours or dealers of a tradesman to
inquire of his credit, his fame in business, which is
often done upon almost every extraordinary occa-
sion ; the first question is, How does he pay his
bills? strongly intimating that if he does not pay
his bills well, he cannot be sound at bottom; on the
other hand, if a tradesman pays his bills punctually,
let whatever other slur be upon his reputation, his
credit will hold good.

Besides, such a one has an infinite advantage in
trade; he is a bank to himself; he can buy what
bargains he pleases; no advantage in business offers,
but he can grasp at it, for his notes are as cur-
rent as another man's cash ; if he buys at time in
the country, he has nothing to do but to order them
to draw for their money when it is due; and he
gains all the time given in the bills into the bargain.

But then let me add a caution here, for the best
of tradesmen not to neglect; viz. as the tradesmen
should take care to pay his bills and notes currently,
so that he may do it, he must be careful what notes
he issues out, and how he suffers others to draw on